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SUTBMBin  BY  SECRETARY  OP  STATE  FOR  FORSIOIL  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  HOUSE' OP  '  '  •'* 
OOUMONS  ON  28th  JANUARY.  REOARDINO  JAPANESE  TREATUENT  OF 

.•  BRITISH  PRISONERS  OP  (fAR-AND  CIVILIAN  INTERNEES'.  -  • 

,  wv,'.  ■>  ■  ’■  •  •  • 

I  fear  I  have  grave  news  to  give'  to  the  House.  Members  will  be  aware 
that,  a  large- number  of  post>oards'  and  letters  have  rebently  been'reoeived 
In  this  country  from. prisoners  in  the  Far  East,  and  that  those  aliMst  uni- 
>  fomly  suggest  that  the  writers  are  being  treated  mil  and  a|re  ‘in  'good 
health.  There  is  no  doubt  from  what  we  know  about  particular  areas  that 
SOBS  of  these  oomBunioations.  at  any  rate,  are  in  terms  dictated  by  the 
Japanese  authorities.  ,I  regret  to  have  to  tell  the  House  that  infomation 
which  has  been , reaching. His  Majesty's  Qovernment  no  longer  leaves  room  for 
any  .doubt-  that  the'  true  state  of  affairs  is  a  very  different  one  so  far  as 

the  very  great  majority  of  prisoners  in  Japanese  hands  is  oonoemed. 

.  ..  /.‘i'. 

The  House  is  already  aware  that  a  very  high  proportion,  perhaps  80  to 
90  per  cent,  of  the  prisoners  and  civilian  internees  in  Japanese  hands  are 
located  in  the  Southern  area,  comprising  the  Philippine  Islands,  the  Nether¬ 
lands  East  Indies,  the  island  of  Borneo,  l&ilaya,  Burma.  Siam  and  Indo-Ghina. 
and  that  the  Japanese  Qovernment  have  hithoarto  withheld  permission  for  any 
neutral  inspection  of  any  of  the  oamps  in  question.  -Ye  have  not  even  been 
allowed  to  know  the  numbers  of  prisoners  detained  in  the  various  areas  nor 
hove  the  nsBsa  of  a  large  number  of  those  who  must  have  been  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Japanese,  yet  been  oommunioated  to  us. 

•  .  •;  y-'  ■ 

For  some  time  past,  information  has  been  iroaohing  His  l!ajcsty's 
Qovemment  regarding  the  conditions  under  which  prisoners  are,  detained  bnd 
worked  in  some  of  these  areas,  and  as  it  was  of  so  grave  a  character  as  to 
be  likely  to  cause  distress  to  relatives  of  prisoners  emd  civilian  internees 
in  Japanese  hands  His  Majesty's  Government  felt  bound  to  satisfy. themselves 
that  it  was  authentic  before  making  it  public.  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
now  so  satisfied,  and  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  -to  toll  the  House  that  in 
Siam  there  are  many  thousands  of  prisoners  from  the  British  Connonwealth. 
including  India,  who  are  being  oompellod  by  the  Japanese  military  to  live  in 
tropical  Jungle  conditions  without  adequate  shelter,  clothing,  food,  or  • 
medical  attention}  and  these  men  are  forced  to  work  on  building  a  railway 
and  making  roads,.  Our  information  is  that  their  health  is  rapidly  deterior¬ 
ating.  that  a  high  peroentage  are  seriously  ill.  and  that  there  have  been 
eom  thousai^s  of  deaths.  Here  may  I  add  that  the  number  of  such  deaths 
reported'by  this  Japanese  to  us  is  Just  over  100.  The  railway  and  roods  oon- 
oemod  load  into  Burma  and  the  conditions  I  have  desoribod  apply  throughout 
their  whole  length. 


Oiva  eye  witness  reports  of  a  comp  in  Siam  that  **1  saw  many  prisoners 
clearly.  They  wore  skin  and  bono.  unshaven  and  with  long  matted  hair.  They 
were  half-nakod."  The  same  witness  reported  that  they  wore  no  hats  or  shoes} 


and  this*  may  I  remind  the  Houses  in  a  tropical  olimate«  where  the  nelglibwu'' 
ing  country  is -virtually  unirdiabitod,  so  that  there -are  practically  no  j.tca.. 
resources  which  could  provide  medical  or  other  material  relief. 

Of  one  other  part  of  this  huge  Southern  area  we  have  some  information. 
From  Java  comes  evidence  whioh  leaves  no  doubt  that  many  of  our  prisoners  are 
confined  in  camps  with  no: Adequate  protection  from  malarial  infection  and 
lacking  in  proper  provision  for  sanitation)  except  insofar  as  prisoners  may 
sometimes  obtain  food  from  looal  sources,  the  food  and  clothing  provided  Is 
insufficient  to  maintain  them  in  health.  Reports  from  the  Northera  area  have 
referred'  to  the  emociated  state  of  prisoners  arriving  from  Java, 

I  have  so  far  no  information  to  give  the 'House  regarding  conditions  in 
other  parts  of  the  Southern  area. 

Before  I  leave  the  Southern  area,  1  ought  to  make  one  exoeption  to  what 
I  have  said.  .  There  are  civilians  interned  in  our  .old  military  oamp  at  Changi 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bangkok  and  Saigon,  and  our  information  suggests 
that  conditions  in  those  particuleur  camps  are  at  least  tolerable. 

The  refusal  of  the  Japanese  Government  to  permit  neutral  Inspootlons  of 
the*  comps  in  the  Southern  area  is  difficult  to  understand,  in  view  of  the 
,  fact  that  they  have  allowed  visits  by  neutral* inspectors  (though  on  a  scale 
«diiah  His  Ua^Jesty's  Government  cannot  regard  as  adequate)  to  camps  in  the 
Northern  area  wdiioh  comprises  Hongkong,  Formosa,  Shanghai,  Korea  and  Japan 
itself.  Bis  Majesty's  Government  is  reasonably  satisfied  that  conditions 
generally  in  this  area  are  tolerable,  though  as  my  Righ'^  Honourable  friend, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  If&r,  has  told  the  House  on  more  than  on  occasion, 
the  scale  on  Whioh  food  is  provided  is  not  adequate  over  long  periods  to 
maintain  the  health  of  prisoners.  I  should  add,  however,  that  conditions  in 
Hongkong  appear  to  be  growing  worse. 

• 

If  that  were  the  whole  of  the  story  it  would  be  had  indeed)  but  there 
is  worse  to  come,  ffe  have  a  growing  list  of  oases  of  brutal  outrage  on  indi¬ 
viduals  or  groups  of  individuals.  :I  could  not  burden  the  House  with  the  full 
tale  of  these.  But  in  order  to  give  an  idea  of  their  nature  I  must  quote  a 
few  typical  examples.  •  > 

First,  two  oases  affecting  o.lyl'lldns.  The  f irst  is^  that,  of  an  officer 
dh’‘the  fihshghhi:  Muqftiqippl  Rold-oie.^prce,'.’' Along,  with  somb’-  t^ree.  hundred,  other 
*  Allied^  he  .  was- into  rhSd' 'by  the- Japanese  in  the  detention  oamp  for 

so-oille<t- "political  suspects^'-' at  Haiphofig  R6ad:*ln,Shang)iai».  .  'Hei  Incurred 
tke.M4plAapurp,h^; geiulhrtibidle' and lii^as^ taken  away  to<  their  . 
dffiop  Itf  another  part  o^\the*'t<Sntl'  ■  Wheh-  het^efged  from  the  -buildlpg  he 
was  practically,  out' of.'h'is' mhndi;  hi's  ams'-*anCl‘fe'fc’ were.- infected  where  ropes 
had  left  deep  soars)  and  he  had':loshr40'ibs;.  Ih  weight.  “He-  died  within  a  day 
or  two  after  his  release.'*  -  '  >'  ; 

The  second  case  comes  from  the  Philippine  Islands.  Herej  on  the  11th 
February,  1912,  three  British  subjects  escaped  from  the  Japanese  civilian 
internment  camp  at  Santo  Tomas,  Manila.  They  were  recaptured  and  flogged  by 
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the  oamp  guard*  Two  days  later*  on  the  14th  February*  they  were  sentenced  t?. 
death  by  a  military  oourt*  despite  the  foot  that  international  law  presorlbeJ 
the  imposition  of  only  disciplinary  punishment  for  attempts  to  escape.  The 
firing  party  used  automatio  pistols*  and  the  three  man  were  not  killed  out¬ 
right. 


I  now  turn  to  oases  affecting  soldiers.  A  number  of  Indian  soldiers 
captured  in  Burma*  having  had  their  hands  tied  behind  their  backs*  were  made 
to  sit  in  groups  by  the  side  of  the  road.  They  were  then  systematically 
bayoneted  from  behind  in  turn*  each  man  receiving  apparently  three  bayonet 
thrusts*  By  some  miracle*  one  man  who  collapsed  subsequently  recovered  and 
escaped  to  ovtr  lines. 


The  other  case  concerns  an  officer  of  a  well-known  regiment  of  the  line* 
who  was  captured  in  Burma*  After  being  clubbed  across  the  face  with  a  sword 
he  was  tied  to  a  stake  and  a  rope  was  passed  round  his  neck  so  that  only  by 
raising  his  body  could  he  Just  get  enough  oir  to  keep  him  alive* •  He  was  then 
subjected  to  further  torture.  Fortunately  an  Allied  attaok  developed*  the 
Japanese  fled  and  the  officer  was  rescued  by  a  British  tank* 


The  third  case  concerns  a  transport  called  the  Lisbon  Uaru  which  was 
being  used  to  convey  over  1*800  British  prisoners  of  war  from  Hongkong* 
Conditions  on  board  were  almost  indescribable.  The  prisoners  were  seriously 
overcrowded*  Many  of  them  were  under-nourished  and  many  had  contraoted  dip- 
theria*  dysentery  and  other  diseases*  There  was  no  medical  provisioni  and 
the  sanitary  arrangements  were  virtually  non-existent*  Two  of  the  prisoners 
in  one  hold  died  where  they  lay  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  remove  their 
bodies*  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  October*  1942*  the  vessel  was  torpedoed 
by  a  United  Nations  submarine*  The  Japonese  offioers*  soldiers  and  crew  kept 
the  prisoners  under  hatches  and  abandoned  ship  forthwith*  although  she  did  not 
sink  until  24  hours  later.  There  were  insufficient  life  belts  and  other 
safety  appliances  on  board.  Some  of  the  prisoners  managed  to  break  out  and 
swim  to  land.  They  were  fired  on  when  in  the  water*  In  all*  at  least  800 
prisoners  lost  their  lives. 


I  have  said  sufficient  to  show  the  barbarous  nature  of  our  Japanese 
enemy  and  that  he  has  violated  not  only  the  principles  of  International  Law 
but  all  canons  of  decent  and  civilised  conduct.  His  Majesty's  Oovernment 
has  repeatedly  made  the  strongest  possible  representations  to  the  Japanese 
Oovernment  through  the  Swiss  Oovernment*  Such  replies  as  have  been  received 
have  been  evasive*  cynical  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory*  His  Majesty's  Ooyera* 
■sat  had  the  right  te  expect  that*  enee  sMare  of  the  facts*  the  Japanese 
Ooverxownt  would  remedy  this  state  of  affairs;  The  Japanese  know  well  what 
irt  tlw  dhUistieM  m  dAwUU««  iMBt  ^  Ufd  aai  hnMk  dt 

prisoners  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands*  This  was  shewn  by  their  treat¬ 
ment  of  prisoners  in  the  Russo-Japanese  war  and  the  war  of  1914  to  1918. 

Let  the  Japanese  Oovernment  reflect  that  in  time  to  come  the  record  of  their 
military  authorities  in  this  war  will  not  be  forgotten* 
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It  is  with  tho  deepest  regret  tfhat  I  have  boon  obliged  to  make  suoh  a 
statement  to  tho  House.  But  after  consultation  with  their  AUies  who  v 

equally  victims  of  this  unspooknblo  sav^geJ'y#  His  Majesty’s  Government  has 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  make  public  the  facts. 
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